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XML Overview 

• The following slides provide an overview 

of the transition to XML and step-by-step 

instructions to illustrate how files can be 

converted to XML: 

 

– Overview of the XML Requirement 

– DCARC-Approved XML Schemas 

– cPet Desktop Conversion 

– cPet Web Conversion 
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What is XML? 

• A language used between IT/data systems 

–  Not for humans 

– Open data tagging standard/syntax for data exchange 

– Like HTML (tagging standard for content in Web 

browser)  

 

• Key XML Components 

– XML schema: Agreed to “grammar” of language 

– XML file: data package encoded to a schema 

– Secure data transmission method 

– Tools (e.g., a writer and a reader) 
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Why Use XML? 

• Improve efficiency and reliability of data exchange 

– Old School  

• Send: Extract, prepare, print, snail-mail or fax 

• Receive: manual check and retype 
 

– Not So Old School  

• Send: Extract, prepare Excel/PDF, digital sign, secure transfer 

• Receive: semi-automated check, reformat, OCR 
 

– New School 

• Send: Extract, prepare XML, digital sign, secure transfer 

• Receive: automated check, import to database, review / analyze 
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DCARC XML Requirement 

   5 

• Using Existing 

CCDR Schemas 

from cPet 

– Continue submitting 

“formatted” CCDRs 

in Excel as 

supplemental files 

– Continue submitting 

to the CSDR 

Submit-Review 

website 
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DCARC-Approved Schemas 
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• Available on the DCARC public site with cPet 
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Current Schemas 
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• Current family of schema CCDR files 
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Implementation 

• Contractors who have the requirement to 

submit DD Forms 1921, 1921-1, and 

1921-2 reports have the following options: 

– Write their own software to format XML files 

according to the published, DCARC-approved 

XML schemas 

– Use cPet Desktop to help generate DCARC-

approved XML files from Excel files 

– Use cPet Web to help generate DCARC-

approved XML files from Excel files 
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cPet Overview 

• Key cPet Functions 

– Build & Edit CSDR Plans and RDT 

– Build, Edit, & Pre-validate CCDR Formats 

– Import and create Excel CCDR forms/templates 

– Import CCDR data from Excel “flat file” 

 

• cPet native file format is XML! 
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You’re Already Doing It 
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cPet defines XML standard for CCDR data 
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cPet Desktop Conversion 
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1. Import Excel version of 
the Contract Plan, then 
the Excel 1921, 1921-1, 
and 1921-2, or Excel 
Flat File. 
 

2. cPet automatically 
creates XML versions 
of the original Excel 
files in their source 
folder directory. 
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cPet Web Conversion 
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1. Navigate to cPet Web, 
“MY CPET”, and “Other 
cPet Functions”. 

 

2. Browse and select the Excel 
Contract Plan, 1921, 1921-
1, and 1921-2 reports.  
Then click “Convert”. 
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cPet Web Conversion, cont. 
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3. You will be prompted to “Open” a folder 
containing the original Excel files, as well as 
the converted XML files.  
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Visual Validation Files 
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cPet desktop and cPet Web create Excel 
“Visual Validation” files in the source folder 
containing the original files. 

Cells highlighted in GREEN 
verify that the Excel data 
was transferred correctly to 
XML, and the data will be 
readable in XML format. 

Only the first 1921-1 and 1921-2 
report will have the header 
information highlighted in GREEN. 
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Troubleshooting 
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If the “Visual Validation” files contain cells that are not highlighted in GREEN, the files 
can be corrected within cPet Desktop: 

Edit and Save Header Information Edit and Save Cost Data 


